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This is an unprecedented time in our nation and in our world, especially as it pertains to schools.  

Please understand that we take all of your concerns seriously and continue to plan, not panic.    

Upon direction of the Department of Health (DOH), school will remain closed and education will 

continue to take place via distance learning.  In addition, all events will be canceled until further 

notice.  

 

Our team developed a plan (ETSD School Instructional Planning Guide) for distance learning 

which your children have been engaged in for several weeks at this point. There are three major 

tenets of our plan which is outlined in our guide and referenced below: 

 

1. Equitable Access 

2. Special Education  

3. School Nutrition 

 

Equitable Access 

For grades kindergarten through two, we will have packets of work to be completed in 

increments of 30 minutes per day. Grades three through five have their Chromebooks and will 

have 45 minutes of work to be completed each day online. Grades six through eight have their 

Chromebooks and continue with one hour of work to be completed each day online. If you do 

not have access to the internet, material will be made available offline or in paper form. The 

appropriate use policy applies at home as it does in school.  

 

The Department of Education has made provision for schools to count the lessons your children 

complete at home as days towards our 180 required days of education in New Jersey.  Our third 

through eighth grade teachers will monitor students’ progress of work online and will be 

available via their school email address. Support for our kindergarten through second grade 

children will be provided by parents emailing your child’s teacher using their school email 

address. We understand this is not optimal and want to make sure we meet the mandates of the 

Department of Education while balancing a new model of learning for our students.  If you have 

any questions regarding academic material or accessing documents, please contact Mrs. Rucci 

at 609-267-9172 ext 124. 

 

Special Education Services 

Annual review IEP meetings are generally scheduled from March through May every 

school year.  The annual review season is in full swing and the IEP teams are planning for 

our students for the 2020-2021 school year.   

At this time, the NJDOE has required school districts to have a plan in place to continue 

instructional programming should an emergency closing occur due to COVID-19.  As you 

are aware, it takes significant effort to schedule and plan for over 100 annual review IEP 

meetings in the timeframe for which they occur.  If Eastampton Township School District 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sF77Q22qPMP3IbDLV2ek4glhC199vzB94X15tyXXYe8/edit?usp=sharing


is forced to experience an emergency closing during your scheduled annual review IEP 

meeting, the following options will be made available: 

You will receive correspondence in the form of either a telephone call or an email asking 

your choice from the following options;  

(1)  Participate in your IEP meeting via group conference call or video conference 

if available;  

(2)  After a telephone conversation with your case manager, an IEP draft can be 

sent home for your review and signature if agreed upon (additional waivers may 

need to be signed);  

or  

(3)  Reschedule your annual review IEP meeting for sometime during the month of 

June. 

Moving forward, the Child Study Team department will be scheduling and providing speech & 

language therapy and counseling services through a virtual platform, as it pertains to your 

child's Individualized Education Program (IEP). Please note, when deciding to give consent to 

allow your child to participate in these services, you are acknowledging that these services will 

be provided remotely and that no Eastampton School District staff member will be physically 

present with your child. Moreover, the frequency and duration of services may be modified 

based on this delivery method and the necessary limitations of a virtual platform. For other 

related services – including occupational therapy, physical therapy, and behavioral supports – 

the providers will continue to support maintenance of IEP goals and objectives with online 

materials and provide consultation only. Parents and guardians will be sent a formal Related 

Services Consent Form. Once consent is received, our therapists will reach out with detailed 

information regarding your child's scheduled service.  

School Nutrition  

We are currently working with Nutri-Serve to provide meals for families who would like to get a 

basic bag lunch of a sandwich, a piece of fruit, and a drink. Pick-up location is in the rear of the 

building by the cafeteria.  The cost of lunch is the same price as what your child pays at school.  

A phone number has been established (609-267-9172 ext. 123) to indicate if you would like to 

take advantage of this option. Requests need to be made by 2:00 p.m. Sunday, for pickup on 

Monday. In addition, if you need your lunch delivered, please call (609-267-9172 ext. 114). 

 

Thank you for being a caring community and supporting our school as we navigate locally this 

global concern.  

Sincerely, 

 

Ambrose F. Duckett, III 
Superintendent 


